much less to live in, as it was difficult for the Hindus
and Sikhs in the West Punjab and the N. W. F. P. How
could Kashmir have trade with the Indian Union under
the circumstances? If the insanity continued in East
Punjab, accession to the Union might prove nugatory.
He hoped that wisdom would dawn upon the East
Punjab. It was the duty of the Central Government to
see that there was a safe land route between Kashmir
and the Union, so that the woollen cloth, other manu-
factures and fruits 4rom Kashmir. could come to the
Union as freely as before.
TERRIBLE IF TRUE
He sometimes glanced at the Dawn and the Pakistan
Times. These were influential Pakistan dailies. One could
not dismiss with indifference what they said. These
papers had reported that the Muslims in Kathiawad
were being harassed. There was arson, loot, murders
and abductions. He had received some telegrams too
about the matter. Some Hindu friends had told him that
arson and loot had certainly taken place in some places,
but they were not aware of murders and abductions.
He had asked Liaquatsaheb if the report of the Pakistan
papers could be trusted. The Pakistan Premier assured
him that it could be trusted about the facts, though
he could not vouch for the magnitude. The report hurt
Gandhiji deeply. He was born in Kathiawad. At the
head of the Temporary Government in Junagadh was
his nephew. The Sardar as well as Shri Shamaldas
Gandhi had said in their speeches in Kathiawad that
no > Muslim could be hurt in Junagadh or Kathiawad,
p#5vided the Muslims were faithful to the Union.
CJandhiji had been glad to hear that the Hindus and
Muslims of Junagadh seemed of their own free will to
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